
Chapter 18: The Progressive Era, 1900–1916 
Essay Questions 
 
1. In what ways was the Progressive era an era that saw the expansion of political and 
economic freedoms? 
2. In what ways did the Progressive era see the contraction of political and economic 
freedoms? 
3. Explain how it was in Progressive America that the promise of mass consumption 
became the foundation for a new understanding of freedom, one in which people had 
access to the cornucopia of goods made available by modern consumption. 
4. Thinking back to previous chapters, compare the writings and influence of the 
Progressive Simon Patten to the Gilded Age social theorists like Henry George and 
Edward Bellamy. How did each define freedom? How did each view the future of 
America? 
5. Analyze the various roles women played during the era, from social reformer, to 
feminist, to suffragette. How did various women define freedom? Be sure to distinguish 
between different types of women and include the Voices of Freedom excerpt in your 
response. 
6. Freedom of expression was given new meaning by labor in the Progressive age. 
Thinking back to previous chapters, compare the various movements to expand the 
meaning of freedom of expression—from the Alien and Sedition Acts to the abolitionists 
in the antebellum era—with the labor movement in the Progressive age. Utilize the 
Voices of Freedom piece. 
7. Compare the Populist and Progressive movements. Critically analyze why the 
Progressive movement seemed to have more success. What were the limitations of the 
Populist movement? 
8. What did Progressives mean by effective freedom? How was this idea applied to 
Progressive reforms? 
9. Compare the presidencies of Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson. What made them Progressive 
presidents? Identify what you believe to be the most important pieces of legislation 
passed during each administration. Why are these so significant? Finally, be sure to 
indicate what each president did to expand the meaning of freedom for Americans. 
10. Write an essay on the changing roles of women in first decades of the twentieth 
century. How did different groups of women define freedom? How did they advocate for 
their freedom? Prior to the Civil War, women had championed the abolitionist cause with 
their own. Had they distanced themselves now from civil rights? Why, or why not? 
 
 


