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The Election of 1824-25: When the House
Chosethe President
Twice in American history, the presidential electiesulted in a deadlock, and the

House of Representativbas had to choose the president. The close presiddatabe
of 2000 showed that it might happen again.

In the 1800 electionThomas JeffersoandAaron BurrwereDemocratic-Republican
candidates for president and vice president. In theogbdqirocess at the time, the
candidate with the most votes would become presidentemachd place would become
vice president. Unfortunately, they came out exactly fiéd race was thrown into the
House, where it took 36 ballots for Jefferson to be ehaaur third president.

Many legislators deplored this confusion. So in 18041&té Amendmentvas passed to
require separate balloting for president and vice president

In spite of the 12th Amendment, deadlocks can occur. ®aslhe case in theection
of 1824 and the House of Representatives once again wasdftwachoose.

The Election of 1824

Without the 12th Amendment, the election of 1824 mightHzeen a nightmare. There
were so many candidates—10—that the election was céothm deadlocked. And they
all belonged to the same party, the Democratic-Republitaesrlier elections,
presidential candidates had been chosen by a smadl oireisiders in Congress called a
"King Caucus' In reaction to this, state party caucuses startedngakeir own
nominations. Many separate caucuses in state legislatndest state party conventions
selected presidential candidates.

Only a few were serious contenders. The insidersaiiKthg Caucus nominated
Secretary of the Treasuilliam H. Crawford He was a slaveholder from Georgia and
was the favorite of Presided#mes MonraoeCrawford, however, had suffered a stroke.

The North's candidate was Secretary of Slaten Quincy Adamffrom Massachusetts.
The son of former Presideswhn Adamshe was strongly backed by commercial
interests in New England. He played down his backersusecmuch of the West and
South resented New England.




Henry Claywas from the West and supported Western needs like apaldsanals. A
Kentucky slaveholder, he was speaker of the House oEReptatives. Clay saw that the
election would likely go to the House, where as speakeroudd have the inside track.

The outsider among the top candidates sadrew Jacksofrom Tennessee. He was
famous as the general who had beaten the Britisle@tOrleans in 1815He was a
senator from Tennessee, but his political views wereliatgdormed and unknown.

The campaign quickly heated up, becoming America's firstt gnedslinging contest.
Jackson was called a gambler, duelist, adulterer ancuyitgrant. Clay was called a
drunkard and gambler. Adams was ridiculed for his slovenlysd@rawford was
attacked for dishonesty and mismanaging the budget.

When the votes of the 24 states were finally talliedio one's surprise, there was no
majority winner. In popular vote, Jackson came in firgshw?2 percent, Adams took 32
percent, and Clay and Crawford had 13 percent each. tmubml electoral vote,
Jackson led with 99 electors from 11 states, 32 votes sherieeded majority. Adams
had 84 electors from seven states. Crawford had 41, andv@talast with 37.

Following the procedures of the 12th Amendment, the HoLIRepresentatives now had
to choose the president from the top three: Jacksom#dand Crawford. At the time,
Inauguration Day was in March, and the first month$8%5 became a frenzy of
lobbying and back-room bargaining. Rumors spread that repaéisestwere trading
their votes for ambassador posts and cabinet jobs.

Henry Clay's fourth place finish shut him out of the gtescy. He tried to use his post as
speaker of the House to play kingmaker. He called in faand worked behind the
scenes to influence the vote. Jackson was a fellowaiest but Clay suspected that he
would be a rival in future presidential races. Clay dislikelams, but the two met
privately a month before the House election. Both adwmed making any bargains. But
rumors said that Adams had promised to make Clay segdtatate.

As the vote neared, Clay worked hard for Adams. He wen some Western
representatives whose states had voted solidly édsda. He even promised the votes of
his own Kentucky, which had not cast a single populag fmtthe Yankee Adams.

The House met to vote on February 9, 1825. After more timaongh of arm twisting and
bargaining, John Quincy Adams took exactly the 13 stateséded to win, Jackson won
seven, and Crawford four. The public galleries in the hbuske into such an uproar of
booing and hissing that Speaker Clay ordered them clearszk @ays later, the new
president nominated Henry Clay as his secretary of. sthtrges of making a "corrupt
bargain” would dog Henry Clay for the rest of his life.

The Jackson supporters were furious. After all, he hadbydar the largest share of
popular votes with 42 percent. Jackson immediately detctast he would run in 1828.



And he became the first major American politiciarcédl for eliminating theElectoral
Collegeand electing the president directly by popular vote.

For Discussion and Writing

1. Why was the presidential election of 1824 finally decided byHbese of
Representatives?

2. Which candidate do you think should have been elected prebigdéime House in
1825? Why?

3. What is the purpose of the Electoral College? Do ymkttiie president and vice
president should be chosen entirely by popular instealéabeal votes? Why or
why not?
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